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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

SOUTHERN DIVISION

AIRPORT WORKING GROUP OF )
ORANGE COUNTY, INC., et al., )

)
Plaintiffs, )

)
vs. )

)
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE,  )
et al., )

)
Defendants. )

________________________________)

Case No. SA CV 02-1110-GLT (MLGx)

RESPONSE TO COURT’S QUESTIONS FOR
CLARIFICATION RE CONTAMINATION

As part of the Court’s continuing jurisdiction over compliance

with the terms and conditions of the parties’ settlement, the Court

asked for clarification concerning compliance regarding contamination

clean-up at the closed El Toro Marine Base.  In August 2004, the Court

asked clarifying questions, and the Department of Defense submitted its

response.  In October 2004 the Court asked additional questions.  In

response, the Court has received the attached November 24, 2004, letter

from counsel for the Department of Defense; December 1, 2004, letter

from counsel for the Airport Working Group; and December 7, 2004, letter

from counsel for the Department of Defense.

The answers given clarify the Department of Defense’s position on
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1/A further hearing on these questions, as requested by the
Airport Working Group, will not be necessary.  If appropriate or
necessary, the Group may pursue its settlement contract remedies.

2

the contamination questions raised by the Court.1/ It appears the

Department of Defense’s position is that proceeds from the sale of El

Toro will be deposited along with money from other sources into the

Department of Defense Base Closure Account; that Account will be the

source to pay for the clean-up of contamination at El Toro and for

other projects elsewhere; there is no guarantee money will be

appropriated from that Account, or will still be available in that

Account, for the El Toro clean-up; and there is no time-table for the

El Toro clean-up.

The Court assumes timing and the availability of funds to pay for

El Toro’s clean-up is a matter of interest to the State of California,

the County of Orange, the City of Irvine, and other persons and

entities, and they will seek appropriate assurances, if necessary.

The Court retains its continuing jurisdiction over compliance with

the terms and conditions of the parties’ settlement.

DATED: January ____, 2005.

______________________________
GARY L. TAYLOR
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE
























